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Long-Term Care (LTC) Homes
Are Local Economic Anchors
LTC homes employ local people, sustain local suppliers, and keep

seniors close to family.

They already care for 78,000+ residents, and the need is climbing: Ontario’s population aged 80+

is projected to grow to two and a half times today's size by 2051. Every new home is both an

increase in care capacity and local economic investment.

78,000+
Spaces in Ontario

611
Homes province-wide

215
Rural homes

100
Municipal homes

50,000+
People on the waitlist

Ontario’s Most Urgent Health Care Priority

Seniors entering long-term care today are older and frailer, with complex needs that have outpaced what families

and community teams can realistically provide. Meeting that growing need is more than a health-care issue —

long-term care is also one of the most powerful economic engines in communities across Ontario.

F U E L L I N G  L O C A L  E C O N O M I E S  —  A N N U A L  O P E R AT I O N S

$14.1B
contributes to Ontario’s GDP every

year

180,000+
direct, indirect & induced jobs in

Ontario

T H E  G OV E R N M E N T H AS  C O M M I T T E D

$6.4 billion to build 30,000 new and redevelop

28,000 spaces

$1.92 billion (2025–26) for a provincial average of 4

hours of daily direct care per resident

164 projects / 25,893 spaces completed, underway, or approved (March 2026)

W H AT R E M A I N S  T O  B E  B U I LT

If long-term care homes are enabled to deliver the remaining 31,579 spaces, operating them would generate:

$4.3B
in additional GDP, every year they operate

54,425
jobs created (direct, indirect and induced)

Your leadership can make the difference. Support the decision that brings new long-term

care homes to your community, so more seniors can age close to family, close to home,

with the care they need.
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Delivering Quality Care, Close to Home

LTC delivers on-site care,

avoiding unnecessary

hospital visits.

Opens hospital beds by

supporting patients who no

longer need acute care.

Moving 100 ALC patients to

LTC saves hospitals $100K+

every day.

The Senior Boom Is

NOT a Temporary Blip

Demand is not a blip. Ontario's 80+ population and the need

for long-term care both grow to two and a half times today's

numbers by 2051 — and stay at that level well beyond.

ONTARIANS AGED 80+

2025 759,076

2051 1,861,714

372,343
Seniors will require complex care similar to what
long-term care delivers today, by 2051.

×2.5
Growth in both the senior population and the need for
long-term care by 2051. Every space built today will
still be needed, and many more beyond that.

Ontario Ministry of Finance population projections, 2025–2051. Need estimated at 1 in 5

of the 80+ population.

Supporting Families,

Easing the Burden

CAREGIVERS AT HOME ARE OVERWHELMED

1 in 4
working caregivers have

cut back or left their job†

$643M
in ER costs — 1 in 5
caregivers turn to the ER

just for a break (2024–25)†

† Marked figures: Ontario Caregiver Organization, Spotlight Report 2025.

LONG-TERM CARE LIFTS AN ENORMOUS WEIGHT

122M
caregiving hours saved
every year

$4B
caregiver income
preserved

What Municipalities Can Do

UNBLOCK MUNICIPAL APPROVALS

Prioritize LTC redevelopment in planning and zoning

decisions

Streamline site plan and building permit timelines

Recognize LTC as critical infrastructure in municipal

planning

SUPPORT CAPITAL AND FI NANCI NG

Enable access to municipal land for LTC builds

where feasible

Partner on shared infrastructure and community

integration

Problem-solve with homes so provincial funding

can be put to work

S AV E  T H E  D AT E

September 18, 2026
LTC Community Engagement Day

Started by OLTCA three years ago, this celebration has

grown province-wide — now reaching the full long-term

care sector and its partners. Visit a long-term care home

in your community.
SCAN TO LEARN MORE

A B O U T T H E  O LT C A

The OLTCA represents nearly 70% of Ontario’s publicly funded long-term care homes. Our members include

small, medium, and large homes — private, not-for-profit, municipal, hospital-based, culturally specific, and

First Nations — located in rural, urban, and Northern communities across the province. Grounded in

advocacy, data and member engagement, we advance innovation, public trust and sustainable funding to

ensure high-quality, culturally appropriate care, fully integrated within Ontario’s healthcare system.

Connect with us

www.oltca.com

info@oltca.com

@OLTCAnews · @OLTCA


